tional Foundation seeks to insure the best possible medical treatment for all needy victims regardless of age, race, creed or color. To fulfill its obligations in this respect, the National Foundation has formed local Chapters throughout the United States. Today, there are nearly 3000 such Chapters serving all of the country's 3070 counties. The task of these Chapters, staffed by volunteer workers, is to see to it that all needy victims of infantile paralysis receive early and proper medical treatment. The work is carried on not by supplanting any local health agency, but by cooperating with and supplementing the work of such agencies. The National Foundation and its Chapters do not maintain any hospital, clinic or treatment center of their own. The type of treatment a patient receives is entirely at the discretion of the physician treating the case. The patient or his family select a physician of his own choosing. The Chapter acts as a clearing-house for all information as to available medical and hospital care for the polio patient. The cost of such hospitalization and medical care is borne by the local Chapters when the patient's financial needs are insufficient. The Chapter is concerned not only with the acute stage treatment but also with the convalescent care which is often long and costly. The National Foundation administers the broad aspects of the medical care program and helps directly by supplying money from its epidemic aid fund in addition to many other services. Professional personnel such as physical therapists are obtained by the National Foundation at the request of local medical authorities. National headquarters publishes a registry of respirators and in addition owns twenty-six of them which are sent to areas when requested. Wool, so.-urgently needed for the application of hot packs, is supplied by the National Foundation free of charge. Splints when requested are also supplied free of charge.
No program such as this, however exemplary and well directed can be entirely successful without the cooperation of -all, community -forces, both professional and lay. Chapters are urged to maintain the closest relationship with the medical societies of their communities in order to inform the various physicians that such an organization as the National Foundation does exist whose interest primarily is in seeing to it that all vicims of infantile paralysis receive adequate medical care. The many publications issued by the National Foundation can be obtained either directly from the national headquarters at 120 Broadway, New York 5, New York, or from the local Chapters. All physicians are invited to make full use of the many services that The National Foundation for Infantile Paralysis and its local Chapters offer the physician and the infantile paralysis patient. As stated in the FOREWORD, "This is a specialized medical dictionary designed for all those interested in gynecology and obstetrics: the gynecologist, the obstetri-cian, the obstetrical supervisor, the student of obstetrics, and the nurse specializing in these subjects, as well as the busy general practitioner."
In the above paragraph is stated rather succinctly the scope and purpose of this book. A perusal of its pages indicates that the stated purpose is well exemplified.
"In this glossary, each word or group of words representing a subject, is listed in alphabetical order rather than under a major subject to which it may be related."
Gynecologists, obstetricians, and general practitioners will find in this compendium a great deal of valuable material succinctly presented. In short it is a ready reference in time of need, as well as a useful silent consultant for casual reference or refreshment. J. A. K. (Book Reviews continued on page 136)
